NEWSLETTER ~ AUGUST 2016
CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
First of all, I’d like to thank all of you who took the time to complete and return the
short questionnaire we circulated by post and e-mail in July. At the time of writing
I had received a total of 116 forms, covering 144 members (ie. including 28
couples at the same addresses). This converts to a response rate of 46% - an
amazing level of feedback which indicates how interested and involved our
members feel. I hope to carry out a more in-depth analysis of the results for the
Club committee in due course but, in the meantime, I thought you might like to
have a flavour of the overall results.
The first question concerned the cost of each trip and asked what was the
maximum amount people were prepared to pay per person. By an overwhelming
margin, this figure was £60 (42%), followed by £50 (29%). Interestingly, this is
the reverse of the result of our previous survey in 2013 when the favoured figure
was £50, followed by £60 – a reflection of the recognition of inflation perhaps?
Question 2 concentrated on distances – the maximum time members would be
willing to spend on a coach (excluding comfort stops) to get to their destination.
As in the 2013 survey, the preference was for 2.5 hours (38%), closely followed by
3 hours (31%). In interpreting these figures, we must recognise that, on some
journeys, Weymouth members may have been on the coach for perhaps 45
minutes by the time it reaches the pick-up points at Blandford and Wimborne.
Favoured venues – whether theatre or location – were the subject of the third
question and, once again, the 2013 results of 1st Salisbury, 2nd Bath and 3rd
Chichester were (almost) repeated. These three venues were again included in the
top three choices although, in this case, after Salisbury in the top position, Bath
and Chichester tied for second place. It is noteworthy, however, that if we look at
just members’ first choices, after Salisbury and Bath, Sonning rather than
Chichester was third.
The fourth question asked for opinions on the sorts of shows which are most
popular.
Taking members’ first choices exclusively, drama was by far the
overwhelming favourite (62%), followed by musicals and comedy. However, if we
take members’ first, second and third choices together, while drama was again the
most popular (32%), comedy came a close second (27%) and musicals third
(25%). It is acknowledged, though, that there will inevitably be some overlap
between these categories.
As an addendum, we included a separate question to gauge the level of interest in
a trip to The Mill at Sonning in November/December. The results suggested that

www.dorsettheatregoersclub.co.uk

such a show would prove extremely popular. Unfortunately, however, even at this
early stage, Sonning could offer us only one date, which was not convenient for us.
A shame, but there it is!
Many thanks once again to all of you who took part in the survey. The results will
help your officers align the Club’s future programme more closely to members’
preferences.
CLIVE WILLETTS

CHAIRMAN

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FROM THE OFFICE
What a lovely summer we are having – that is if you are like me and enjoy the
heat!
Firstly, the good news is we have sold enough seats to run two coaches for the
next two shows – ‘ Save the Last Dance for Me’ at The Victoria Theatre Woking on
24th September and ‘When we are Married’ at The Rose Theatre Kingston on 15th
October.
Having said that we still have a few seats left for Woking, but are fully booked for
Kingston. Please do get in touch if you’d haven’t booked either show but would like
to, we have a standby system ready for cancellations when they occur.
We have an important notice for our Dorchester members:
From November 2016 the coaches will be unable to pick up at Dorchester
Market.
Since the council introduced extra parking along Fairfield Road it is very difficult for
the coach drivers to negotiate safely around them.
Therefore it has been decided the easiest place to pick up will be at the Top of
Town car park, by the bus shelter.
The fee of £4.00 per day is the same as the Market Car Park, Dorchester Tesco pick
up will remain the same.
We hope you will book our autumn shows, of which the booking forms are
enclosed. In the meantime enjoy the rest of the summer, we look forward to seeing
you soon.
Katy Murrell – Booking Secretary
Membership enquiries: Lynda Maidment - 01305 269892 –
Lynda.dtgc@outlook.com
Booking enquires: Katy Murrell – 01305 262253 - katy_murrell@hotmail.com
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